A principal transversal matroid is one containing a basis which spans all cyclic flats. A matroid M is the basis intersection of matroids M1,.. •, Mk if the bases of M are precisely the common bases of M1,..., Mk. Bondy and Welsh [2], Brualdi [3] and Bixby [1] have shown that every matroid is the basis intersection of principal transversal matroids. We strengthen the result using an elementary proof. We call a matroid near uniform if it contains at most one non spanning circuit.
Theorem. Every matroid is the basis intersection of near uniform matroids.
Corollary. Every matroid is the basis intersection of principal transversal matroids.
